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PRINCIPAL CHITWOOD IS THANKFUL 
FOR SUCH COMMITTED PARENTS 
HERE AT CORTEZ HIGH SCHOOL! 
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     As the Fall semester came to a close and we began a new Spring semester, the campus has 
been busy with activities and preparing for the AIMS test.  For some students, it is the first 
time taking the test and others need to take it more than once.  The teachers and students have 
been busy getting ready for the Spring testing.  Many students take advantage of the tutoring 
sessions that are provided and get extra help as they prepare and focus for the upcoming tests.  
The school sets high standards and the students work with their teachers, peers and families to 
reach the goals and expectations.  Successful academic performance and achievement will 
always remain the primary expectation for all who come to our educational institution.  Along 
with the academic expectations our extracurricular activities have enjoyed many successes so 
far this year ranging from band, music, choir, student clubs and athletics only to name a few.  
We are wrapping up the Winter sports and beginning to enter the Spring season.  So check the 
schedule and come enjoy the athletic competition or the Spring play. 

     I would like to express my appreciation to our PAC members and School Council      
members who help guide Cortez along the path of success, and for all the support that these 
two very special organizations have given to the students of Cortez High School.  We are 
very fortunate to have such committed parents to our school.  I hope everyone has a satisfying 
and successful Spring semester. 

     With the Blue Ribbon Committee studying the need to renew the bond, please log-on to 
www.citizensforaqualityeducation.com and click on “Get Involved “ and type in your       
information to get e-updates on the budget issues. 

On February 24th and February 25th, all sophomores and any junior 
or senior that had not passed AIMS took the Reading and Writing 
portion of the test.  Next, students will take the Math and Science 

portion.   

UPCOMING AIMS TESTING: 
April 1st*: Math 

April 2nd: Science (Sophomores Only) 

 

*All Freshmen will be taking the TerraNova on April 1st 
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Statistics don’t lie!  It is a proven fact that vocabulary and comprehension improve the 
more someone reads.  To encourage reading for pleasure for the second year in a row, CHS 
has taken on a new project called “Book in a Bag.”  Every Cortez student was required to 
have a book of his/her choosing to read for pleasure by January 14th, 2009.  The book 
choices will be monitored through the Language Arts Department.    

Incentives for reading, along with a complete buy-in from the administrators, teachers, staff 
and students has been a crucial part to the success of this reading program.  Each week a 
random student is chosen to receive a “goody bag” containing a variety of gifts from school 

supplies, to treats, to lunch coupons, to day timers, calendars, books and/or movie passes.  But, to be a winner, 
the student has to have a book and tell his/her 3rd hour class one fact from it.  If a student is reading for pleasure 
during lunch time, before and/or after school, teachers will be giving out raffle tickets for an additional raffle 
prize. In addition, at the end of each quarter, top readers can win gift certificates. Finally, the English class that 
reads the most books will be awarded a pizza party.    

Hopefully, as the program develops, the entire school will have designated reading times where everyone reads 
for pleasure for at least 10 minutes a day.  Have you ever been reading a book that you can’t put down? Here is 
your chance to tell someone about it. Through the reading recommendation portion of “Book in a Bag,”      
students will be introduced to titles that their friends are enjoying.  So, get your book out and start reading!   

Cortez High School art students 
have a fabulous array of         

artwork on display at               
Metro Center Mall.   

The display features work from 
Art 1-2 through Advanced Art  
and is located in an empty store 
front next to Sears.  The show 

will be running through        
March 31st, 2009. 

Contributed by Mrs. Bykowski 

 

 

LIMITED SUPPLY of Yearbooks! 
 

To insure you receive a 2008-2009 Cortez 
Yearbook, order yours TODAY!  Please 

bring $55.00 to Room 412 ASAP.   
For more information, please call Mrs.  
Pam Smith at  623-915-8200 ext 8221.  
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��Is School Work Driving You Crazy??? 

COME TO THE LEARNING CENTER!  
 

For some students, the Learning Center is a place to get that extra help on their 
school work and a snack to satisfy afternoon cravings. For others, it is a place to 
relax and work on homework with friends. Six adult paraprofessionals work the 
Learning Center. Most of these paraprofessionals have worked in the Learning 

Center for over ten years and have teaching degrees or are working on their 
teaching degrees. The Learning Center is overseen by the Title I Coordinator 

who has taught English at Cortez for nine years.  

 

 
 
 

Before School HOURS:  
Mon-Fri: 7-8:00am 

EOP Wed: 8-9:00am 
 

After School HOURS:  
Mon-Thurs: 2:40-4:00pm 

Contributed by Mrs. Bray 

Every Tuesday and Thursday, Cortez’s very 
own Adaptive PE class helps keep our     

campus beautiful.  Not only do students care 
for these beautiful flowers, they are also         

responsible for collecting all recycled paper 
and placing it in the correct bins.  A BIG 

thank you goes out to Mrs. Schrader and her 
6th hour Adaptive PE class!!! 

 

The Citizens for Quality Education was founded in 2005 as a     
grass-roots organization by citizens concerned about Glendale  
Union High School District schools.  The organization’s goals  
include engaging the community in the school budget process,  

exploring numerous ways of increasing funding to our schools and 
encouraging cost saving initiatives while maintaining a high       

standard of educational excellence.   
 

 

To learn more about the organization, visit their website at  
www.citizensforaqualityeducation.com TODAY! 

 
Want to get involved in this beneficial organization?  Be sure to  

click on “Get Involved” in the right hand column.   



 

 

 

The Colt wrestling program has shown incredible           
improvement in the last two years thanks in no small part to 

this years seniors; Dex Abeyta, Nik Beatty, Abdulla     
Shamsuddin, Oscar Ostos, Josh Aquilla, Isrial Martinez, 

Seth Riveras and James Diaz.   

 

The young men have helped turn a 1 win & 15 losses team 
in 2006-07 into a 19 wins & 12 losses team this year.    

 

The wrestling team had 8 state qualifiers this year:  
Sergio Anzaldo 

Waylon Phillips 

Abdula Shamsuddin 

Seth Riveras 

Jeff Vasquez 

Dex Abeyta 

Nik Beatty 

Tony Najeria 

...The MOST since 1994.   
The team looks promising for next year, returning 8 Varsity 
lettermen to the line up and 4 state qualifiers.  For more info 

on the wrestling team, please contact Coach Ulrich.   

WAY TO GO WRESTLING!!! 
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Cortez Girls’ Soccer 08-09 
The Cortez Girls’ Soccer Team had a tough go of it this season.  However, even though the win-loss numbers weren’t 
that great, the development of individual and team skills, character and self-esteem were quite noticeable and carried the 
girls to heights that far surpassed what any win-loss record could accomplish.   

     With only four girls returning from the 2007-2008 Varsity squad, the rebuilding task faced by Coach Switzer was formidable.  Assistant 
coaches Karlie Nelson (Captain, Grand Canyon University Women’s Soccer Team) and Marina Nesic (Servian Women’s National Team and 
professional player) devoted considerable effort into developing the player’s skills, mental attitude, and physical fitness.  The girls responded 
admirably and by the end of the season, co-captains Heather Halsey and Jasmine Santos were leading a very solid team when they took the 
field. 

     Players who were recognized for their outstanding performance throughout the season were: Albina Hidic, Alexa Kirkpatrick, and 
Monique Tiguila (Second Team All Black Canyon Region); Alice Kilo, Emely Quintana, Yanire Vega (Honorable Mention).   

     The Developmental Program improved under the direction of Coach Valerie Guzman (player, Glendale Community College).  The team 
played very sound offense and defense and produced several candidates for next year’s Varsity team.  Young women who are interested in 
trying out for next year’s teams (Varsity or Developmental) should be in great physical shape and possess sound soccer skills before October 
tryouts.  There are plenty of opportunities to participate for those who come prepared.   

     

 

The Cortez Swimming Team is   
already gearing up for next season.  
Some swimmers are training with 
local swim clubs, while some are          

preparing for a summer of lifeguard duty, and others are       
cross-training by participating in a Spring sport.   

     Fifty-two young men and women completed the season last 
October and coach Switzer plans to have at least that number out 
in August for the 2009-2010 season.  Possible cutbacks in the 
City of Phoenix budget will not adversely affect the team nor will 
they decrease the number of participants.  Swimming is a sport in 
which all who try out can make the team. 

     Sophomore Raymond Montour shattered long-standing Cortez 
swimming records in the 200-yard freestyle and 100-yard       
backstroke events and team swimmers received twenty-four 4A 
II Black Canyon Region medals and qualified ten young men and 
five young women for the Arizona State 4A Division II       
Swimming Championships. 

     Coach Switzer is looking forward to the freshman class of 
2009 to augment a host of returning swimmers as he builds upon 
a very successful program.  “Our swimmers develop skills that 
mold their character, promote life-long health, and provide for 
the safety of others.  It is an amazing sport.”   

 

TRYOUTS BEGIN THE SEDOND DAY OF 
SCHOOL IN AUGUST.   

Soccer & Swimming articles contributed by Mr. Switzer 

Contributed by Coach Ulrich 
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Black Canyon Region     
Player of the Year: 

Julian Sargent 
 

First Team All Region: 
Kevin Gray 

 

Second Team All Region: 
Victor Buenrostro 

Chris Garcia 
 

Honorable Mention             
All-Region 

Will Rosales 

This years Boy's Varsity Basketball Team had its best season in years.    
Finishing 20-5 and being ranked as high as #2 all season, the Running Colts 

made its way to another Final 4 appearance.  The Colts also averaged 80 
points per game as a team.  This year Julian Sargent was named the Black 

Canyon Region's Player of the Year!  Also, Kevin Gray was named 1st 
Team All-Region, Victor Buenrostro 2nd Team All-Region, Chris Garcia 
2nd Team All-Region, Marlon Gill and Will Rosales Honorable Mention 

All-Region.  Way to go Colts!!!  
~Contributed by Coach James 

     The CHS Free Physical Night is     
scheduled for April 29th, 2009 at 6:30pm 
in the CHS Cafeteria.  There you will find 
all of the necessary forms that athletes need 
to complete in order to be eligible for the 
2009-2010 season.   

     Any student who completes the forms 
that night will receive free transportation to 
the free physical site that will be held at 
Sunnyslope High School on Saturday, May 
2nd, 2009 at 9:45am.   

     All forms must be completed and signed 
by a parent or legal guardian in order to 
have the physical performed on May 2nd.  

Help us give a warm    
welcome to Jeff Huelster, 
the new Cortez High 
School Football Coach.  He 
is also a  teacher at Sandra 
Day O'Connor High School 
and has 21 years of    

coaching experience. Mr. Huelster worked at 
Cortez last year as the Defensive Line Coach.  
He also has 15 years of teaching experience in 
Social Studies.  He really looks forward to 
building a competitive football program here at 
CHS.  We are all excited for the upcoming    
09-10 school year and look forward to Mr. 
Huelster leading our Colts!!! 
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Cortez is ever so excited for 2008 CHS graduate Dustin Knoer and his decision to 
join the Army National Guard.  When asked why he decided to join the military, 

Dustin stated it was his way of paying for school.  In March, Dustin will be     
deployed to Kuwait where he will spend the next 15 months.  After serving his 
country proudly, Dustin plans to attend the Scottsdale Culinary Institute.  As a 

result of joining the Army National Guard, he received $117,000 to use towards 
his studies.  Dustin said, “I graduated as Senior Class Clown and now I am      

protecting our country.”  On Thursday, February 26th, Dustin and his “Battle 
Buddy” stopped by Cortez to see his favorite Cortesian staff and students and to 

say his temporary goodbyes.  Cortez  Dean, Mrs. Parmeley, said that Dustin, “has 
grown up so much, we are really proud of him!”   

Way to go Dustin!!! 

The Girl’s Advanced PE Program took to the hills 
on Thursday, February 12th.  The steep 1.5 mile 
North Mountain hike provided a physical        
challenge along with breathtaking views of the 
entire valley.  But it wasn’t all work, students also 
had enough time for a picnic lunch under one of 
the shaded ramadas at the base of the hill before 
heading back to school.  

Contributed by Mrs. Schrader 

(Dustin Knoer, Mrs. Marvin and “Mr. Battle Buddy”) 
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PAC Scholarship: 

SENIORS... 

Are you looking for money for college? 
Then you need to apply for our Parent 
Action Club (PAC) Scholarship.  Last 
year we had 19 recipients that received 
approximately $400 each.  Applications 
are available in the counseling office and 
on our CHS website.  So apply  TODAY, 

the deadline is March 23rd!!!   

��Apply to College/University 

(This should have been completed by September. If you 
have not applied yet, you must apply ASAP.) 

��Take the ACT or SAT 

(One one of these exams is required for entrance to a 
university.  You can register online.  Go to the CHS 
counseling website for direct links.) 

��Apply for FAFSA 

(Priority deadline is Jan. 1st– Feb 15th.  If you still 
haven’t filled out your FAFSA, do it TODAY!) 

��Send Your Transcripts 

(See Mrs. Wolinski in the Counseling Office.) 

��Register with the NCAA 

(If you plan to play sports in college, go to: https://
web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/) 

��Apply for Scholarships 

(See Mrs. Auclair in Room 811.) 

Did you know that Cortez High School has one of the best Honors 
programs in the state?  Class formerly designated “Accelerated” 
are now titled “Honors”.  Please see below for a list of all of the 

Honors and AP classes that students can take on campus.   

English: 
Honors English 1-2 

Honors English 3-4 

Honors English 5-6  

AP English 
 

Math:  
Honors Algebra I/Geometry (2.0 credits) 

Honors Alg. II 

Honors Pre-Calculus  

AP Calculus 
  

Science:  
Honors Thinking Science 

Honors Biology 

Honors Chemistry 

AP Physics 

AP Biology 
 

Social Studies:  
Honors World History 

AP US History 

AP Government/Economics 

 

Students are highly encouraged to challenge themselves      
throughout high school. If you would like to have your 

son/daughter take Honors classes, please call their                    
counselor today at 623.915.8232.   

Attention Parents… 

Glendale Union is now offering 

classes ONLINE!  If a student 

has failed a class, they are now 

able to recover their credit 

through Glendale Union Online.  For more information, 

please contact your child’s counselor at 623.915.8232.   
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On January 15th, 2009, Cortez opened its doors to the future 
class of 2013.  Future Freshman Night (FFN) was a huge   
success this year, with over 350 participants coming through 
the doors.  Incoming freshman got to experience CHS at it’s 
finest.  The FFN kick-off began at 6:45pm in the auditorium 
where the NJROTC, CHS Dance team, CHS cheerleaders, Jazz 
Ensemble and others gave everyone a warm welcome.  Future 
students heard an inspiring message from Heather Halsey, 
CHS Student Body President, and administrators.   

On Saturday, February 28th, four   
Cortesians were inducted into the 
Hernán Cortés Chapter of the National       
Hispanic Honor Society.  The NHHS is 
a service oriented organization,       

dedicated to the study and sharing of 
the Hispanic culture.  

     Marcos Gonzalez Veleta, Samantha 
McLaughlin, Steffany Pulido, and Luis 
Rodriguez-Miran were read in by    
chapter Treasurer, Brenda Gonzalez.  
The induction took place at the Gran 
Mercado near 35th Avenue and     
Buckeye Road as participants practiced 
their Spanish while shopping for     
merchandise from south of the border, 
enjoyed a typical Mexican lunch and 
listened to rousing Mexican music.  

     Under the guidance of President 
Gabriela Becerra, the Cortez chapter 

has organized an auxiliary Spanish 
Club to augment its numbers and to 
provide other students the opportunity 
to participate in service activities and  
activities related to the Hispanic     
culture.   

     Membership in the NHHS is offered 
to all students who complete three   
semesters of Spanish with a grade point 
average equivalent to two “1’s” and 
one “2”.  Membership in the Spanish 
Club is open to all students who     
complete one semester of Spanish.        
Interested persons may contact faculty 
sponsor John Switzer.   

Contributed by Mr. Switzer 

Future Freshmen and parents were then directed to the North 
Gym.  Upon entering, students and parents alike swarmed our 
amazing display of cookies (provided by Mrs. Raatz and her 
culinary students).  Inside the gym, future students and their   
parents were able to browse a number of tables.  Here people 
were able to gather information on a variety of sports, clubs, 
specific classes and overall registration information.  Special 
thanks are in order to Walt Sampson and the other CHS         
administrators for all of their hard work on this successful event!   
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GGlendale lendale UUnion nion HHigh igh SSchool chool DDistrictistrict  

PARENT SATISFACTION SURVEY 

 

(On the questions below, please circle the number that best represents your opinion.) 

 

1.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the academ ic standards set by teachers? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

2.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the quality of instruction? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

3.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the leadership the adm inistration provides for the school? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

4.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the com m unication betw een the school and parents? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

5.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the safety and security of the school environm ent? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

6.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the extracurricular activities that the school provides? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 

7.  H ow  satisfied are you w ith the school overall? 

             (5) V ery Satisfied   (4) Satisfied  (3) Somewhat Satisfied  (2) D issatisfied   (1) V ery D issatisfied 

 PPARENT SSATISFACTION SSURVEY 
 

E ach school year, the G lendale U nion H igh School D istrict conducts a random phone survey of parents to determine satisfaction with such 

things as school leadership, communication, school safety, extracurricular activities, instruction, and academic standards.  Since not all parents 

are contacted in this phone survey, C ortez would like to give all of our parents the opportunity to be heard.  B elow you will find a short, seven 

question survey.   

PLEASE: (1) C omplete this survey, (2) C ut/tear it out A N D  (3) P lease return it to a box located in the front office.   

If you would prefer mailing it to us, please send it to: 

Cortez H igh School, Parent Survey, 8828 N . 31st A venue, Phoenix, A Z   85051 

 

W e look forw ard to hearing from  you so that w e m ay continue to provide your children w ith the best high school experience possible!   



Cortez High School 
8828 N. 31st Avenue 

Phoenix, Az  85051 
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Did you know that you can check 
grades online 24 hours a day? Bring 
your picture ID to the front office to 

obtain your log-on information.   
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